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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, Including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andA>r drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and^r sheets containing rectrf Ications made before this Authorltv 
(see Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "origina ly filed^ 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16 and 70 17))- 



Description, Pages 

1-5 as origmally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-11 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

12.-2/2. as originally filed 



2 



With regard to the language all the elements marked above were available or fumlshed to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenivise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which Is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° o ®i a translation fumished for the purposes of intemational preliminaiy examination (under 

Kuie 00.2 and^r oo.o). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andybr amino acid sequence disclosed In the intemational application the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ fumlshed subsequently to this Authority In written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readeible form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. » y « uiai.iu;,ure 

□ The statement that the infonmatlon recorded in computer readable form Is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. «ohuciiw 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. POT/NO 03)00324 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Clainns 1-11 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-11 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (I A) Yes: Claims 1-11 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

State of the art: 

Document (D2) WO 99 28636 A1 cited in the search report forms the relevant state of 
the art. It discloses a V-rod anrangement for fastening an axle housing to a vehicle 
frame. 

Distinguishing features: 

Claim 1 of the actual application Is distinguished from the state of the art in that an 
angle detection means is integrated into the central ball bearing of the V-rod 
arrangement located on the axle housing. 

Objective task: 

There was to design an improved system for heigt detection of the axle in relation to the 
chassis. 

Grounds for the statement: 

The subject-matter of the present application is considered as new (Art. 33(2) PCT) 
(see above) and implies an inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT), as none of the opposing 
documents gives a hint to integrate sensor means in the ball bearing of a suspension 
arrangement to accomplish the above task. Claims 2 to 11 depending on claim- 1 are 
showing further embodiments of the invention. Document (D1) EP-A-0 617 260 
discloses a height detection sensor fonned as a ball bearing, but this arrangement is 
intended to be used as a separate element in a suspension arrangement. 

Industrial applicability: 

The subject-matter of the present application is considered as industrially applicable 
(Art. 33(4) PCT) as it is used in the commercial vehicles industry. 

Certain defects in the international application 

- Concerning the description 

1 . Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 and D2 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. It should be stated in the description that 
document D1 forms the closest prior art from which the invention departs and 
which fonns the base for the preamble of independent claim 1 . 
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Certain observations on the international application 

2. It seems that claim 8 should be backreferenced to claims 1 and 2 to avoid clarity 
problems (Art. 6 PCT) as claims 3 and 4 describe registration arrangements that 
try to avoid mechanical connection of identification and sensor. 
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